
Heritage High School  
AP English Language & Composition  

Summer Reading 2017  
 
AP Language and Composition is a college level course that requires college level work. Many students find they benefit 
from working over the summer to prepare for this class.  Students benefit from analyzing the readings and the rhetorical 
devices in order to deepen their understanding of the course.  We will focus on these three works during the beginning of 
the school year.   

Assignment:  
The essay and short story for this assignment are available on the HHS website by clicking”Academics,” 
“English,”  “Summer Reading,” and then “2017 Summer Assignment.” Please print a copy and, as you read, annotate the 
texts by noting examples of literary devices. 
 
1. Read the essay, “I Know Why the Caged Bird Cannot Read” by Francine Prose and complete a SOAPST chart. (Use 
the one provided on page 2 of this document.) 
 
2. Read the short story, The Metamorphosis and complete five (5) dialectical journals.  (See an example of a dialectical 
journal on page 3 of this document.) 
 
3. Properly formatted works cited page for BOTH assignments. 
 
4. Access Turnitin.com (www.turnitin.com) to post your dialectical journals by the assigned date: 
 
Turnitin.com  
Class ID: 15287099 
Password: English  (Capital E) 
 
Deadline: Wednesday, September 20, 2017  
1. I Know Why the Caged Bird Cannot Read by Francine Prose SOAPST chart.  
2. Five dialectical journals on the essay, The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka.  
3. Correct MLA8 works cited page for BOTH assignments. 
 
AP Language Terms: Students entering AP Language & Composition are expected to be familiar with the highlighted 
literary devices (rhetorical devices) on the HHS Web Site.  (HHS website: Academics > English > Summer 
Assignments).  Students uncomfortable discussing and writing about these terms may benefit from additional 
study over the summer. 
 

Persuasive Appeals Definition  

Logos (Logical Appeal) Means persuading by the use of reasoning 

Ethos (Ethical Appeal) Means convincing by the character/credibility of the author 

Pathos (Emotional Appeal) Means persuading by appealing to the reader’s emotions 

 
Assignment for Late Enrollments, Transfer Students and Procrastinators    

The first two weeks of class will be spent discussing the aforementioned essay and short story. Be aware, while most 
students had the entire summer to synthesize the assignment, you will be expected to complete it within the first three 
weeks of the quarter. Students choosing to wait until the fall will be assigned new dialectical journal deadlines.  Your AP 
teachers recognize the added workload from this course and additional courses; hence, begin enjoying these texts at your 
earliest convenience. 
 
 



Name (replace this with your actual name, typed on the document.)  
Jordan  
AP English Language and Composition  
Date (replace this with the actual date, typed on the document).  

 
Summer Reading SOAPST Activity  

 
Directions: Complete the following chart with your observations surrounding the essay, “I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Can’t Read” by Francine Prose. Submit to www.turnitin.com by September 20, 2017.  
 

SOAPStone Evidence Commentary 
Subject: What is the 
subject of the text 
(general topic, content, or 
ideas)?  

 

 

 

 

 

Occasion: What is going 
on historically that 
sparked the creation of 
this essay? (You may 
need to do background 
research!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audience: Who is the 
audience (the group of 
reader to whom the piece 
is directed)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose: What is the 
purpose for the passage 
(the reason for its 
composition - persuade, 
inform, entertain)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker: Who is the 
speaker (the voice that 
tells the story)? Is 
someone identified as the 
speaker? Are they 
credible? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tone: If the author were 
to read aloud the 
passage, describe the 
likely tone of voice. It is 
whatever clarifies the 
author’s attitude toward 
the subject. What 
emotional sense 
pervades the piece?  
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Header 



AP Language and Composition Dialectical Journals 
 
What is a Dialectical Journal? Dialectic means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving 
question and answer.” The “dialectic” was the method Socrates used to teach his students how to be actively engaged in 
the struggle to obtain meaning from an unfamiliar and challenging work. A dialectical journal is a written conversation with 
yourself about a piece of literature that encourages the habit of reflective questioning. You will use a double-entry form to 
examine details of a passage and synthesize your understanding of the text.  
 
Assignment: Find five (5) interesting/profound passages within the short story (The Metamorphosis).  Record the 
passage in the text section along with a parenthetical citation. Then craft a response to that passage in the response 
section. Identify persuasive appeals and literary terms the author uses to achieve his/her purpose for writing.   
 
Submit your journal entries to www.turnitin.com by uploading a Word document / Google Doc for each essay. The 
document should include a MLA heading and the title of the short story.   

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sample Entry  

John Doe  
Jordan 
AP Language and Composition  
15 August 2017 

 
Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka  

 

TEXT  RESPONSE  

 
“By the door there was a dish filled with sweetened milk 
with little pieces of white bread floating in it. He was so 
pleased he almost laughed, as he was even hungrier 
than he had been that morning, and immediately 
dipped his head into the milk, nearly covering his eyes 
with it. But he soon drew his head back again in 
disappointment; not only did the pain in his tender left 
side make it difficult to eat the food - he was only able 
to eat if his whole body worked together as a snuffling 
whole - but the milk did not taste at all nice” (Kafka 64). 

This passage contains visual imagery (Gregor and bowl of 
food) and symbolism (white milk, white bread, and [white] 
eyes). The imagery contributes to the brief and desperate 
sense of hope, which is immediately followed by repulsion 
because Gregor cannot drink the milk he longs to consume. 
The white imagery connotes purity because of Gregor’s 
tainted and mutated state of being. The fact that he “dipped 
his head into the milk, almost to his eyes” might represent the 
desire to cleanse what he has seen he has become. He 
wants to “purify” himself in the remembrance of what he once 
was, in the drink that used to be his favorite. He has lost his 
identity and the things that used to bring him comfort because 
he has been transformed into a worker bug by mass society, 
which seems to be the recurrent theme of the short story.  

“The soft voice! Gregor was startled when he heard his 
voice answering. It was clearly and unmistakably his 
earlier voice, but in it was intermingled, as if from 
below, an irrepressibly painful squeaking, which left the 
words positively distinct only in the first moment and 
distorted them in the reverberation, so that one didn’t 
know if one had heard correctly. Gregor wanted to 
answer in detail and explain everything, but in these 
circumstances he confined himself to saying, ‘Yes, yes, 
thank you mother. I’m getting up right away,’” (Kafka 
78). 

In this excerpt, the imagery of Gregor’s morphing voice is 
heavy. The still-changing state of his existence is emphasized 
with words such as “intermingled” and “distorted.” However, 
at the same time of this terrifying state, the general calmness 
in language is much more interesting than the imagery. 
Although Gregor is “startled” that he can even answer, there 
is still keenness in his mind that keeps him calculating an 
almost logical manner to go about this plight. In hindsight, not 
only does his obvious intelligence make this story all the more 
heartbreaking, it also serves as a form of foreshadowing in 
that, with his lack of communication, his abilities and 
therefore mental capacities are reduced over time. In 
addition, the nurturing nature over his mother is highlighted in 
this interaction, which in hindsight makes this excerpt even 
more saddening. 



“‘But Mr. Manager,’ called Gregor, beside himself and 
in his agitation forgetting everything else, ‘I’m opening 
the door immediately, this very moment. A slight 
indisposition, a dizzy spell, has prevented me from 
getting up. I’m still lying in bed right now. But now I’m 
quite refreshed once again. I’m in the midst of getting 
out of bed. Just have patience for a short moment!” 
(Kafka 18)  

This passage contains situational irony, because while the 
reader would most likely expect Gregor to be too preoccupied 
with his current predicament as an insect, Gregor is instead 
more concerned about missing work and upsetting his 
manager.  
This demonstrates early on in the story Gregor’s dedication to 
his family, because he provides them with a steady income, 
and values his job as a traveling salesman because it gives 
him the opportunity to help his family.  
In this paragraph, Gregor speaks in short sentences, used by 
the author to convey a sense of urgency, because Gregor 
feels that if he does not prove to his manager that he is ill, he 
will consequently lose his job.  
Gregor also uses understatements when describing his 
situation as “a slight indisposition” and by saying he was 
“quite refreshed once again”. He utilizes understatements to 
assure his manager and his family that he was still able to 
complete his job and wouldn’t have an issue with providing 
an income.  
 

 


